Myopathy in acquired partial lipodystrophy.
We describe two women with acquired partial lipodystrophy, one with significant myopathic symptoms and signs. Muscle biopsy of deltoid and quadriceps was performed in each case. The light microscopy findings were of type 1 and type 2 fibre hypertrophy, with an increase in intracytoplasmic fat in both cases. Electron microscopy showed normal fibres, with accumulations of electron-lucent fat droplets between the myofibrils. The cause of the lipodystrophies is uncertain, but myopathy may be a feature, and muscle biopsy studies may help in further defining the syndrome.